BARBARA
to be Duchess of Cleveland, was his first and longest mistress,
by whom he had five children. She was a woman of great beauty,
but most enormously vitious and ravenous; foolish but im-
perious, very uneasy to the King, and always carrying on intrigues
with other men, while yet pretending she was jealous of him.
His passion for her and her strange behaviour towards him, did
so disorder him, that often he was not master of himself, nor
capable of minding business, which in so critical a time required
great application.
More than forty years later (1709) there was published a
book The New Atalantis^ written by a certain Mrs Manley.
She was a woman of disreputable character paid by the Tories
to take part in the campaign of detraction which, in the intense
political passion of the time, was organized against Marl-
borough. Swift, who to a large extent directed this vili-
pending, speaks of her as one of his " under spur-leathers/'
The New Atalantis is a scandalous and indecent chronicle
of the Court of Charles II, conceived in the mood of the
Decameron or the memoirs of Casanova, but without the
grace and sparkle which have redeemed these works. In its
scurrility and lasciviousness it goes far beyond Grammont.
No names of actual persons are mentioned, but the identity
of the characters is apparent, A sexual or corrupt motive is
assigned for almost every action or transaction. The vilest
aspersions arc cast upon the morals of William III. Marl-
borough figures as " Count Fortunatus," and a filthy tale is
told of his seduction at sixteen by Lady Castlemaine, and of
the lavish bribes with which she kept him in her toils.
The book, which extended to four small volumes, was
widely read, and passed through six editions in the ten yea***
following its first publication. It is, apart from its malice,
such a jumble of anachronisms and obvious mistakes that it
was not taken seriously even by the particular kind of base
public for whom such scribes cater in every age. We should
not think it worth while to notice it here, but for the fact that
Lord Macaulay, in his desire to insult and blacken the memory
of the Duke of Marlborough, has transcribed whole passages,
or such parts of them as were printable, into his famous
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